, 4 a; a - "* = « — = * = "Is & Wl . — . ” ; "* £2 "pA _ 
mn Noe Ro BR ii 2 CES, ATE ERS 3 * 
A My - v - p &, " 9 | , = ©. 4 Cos . ues o > 
I F _ - i "# A - . 
225 Ion ©: : » / ; , L 
EM % , , a Y 
1922-0 A, » Mev: {FD A7 BAM | 
p , i; "PB" a5 
. ” 4 a 
$ * $  R- 
WW * 
Q_ On OpnnABs q 'E AT ws b . 
” "4 + Y 
» 2 £, * 3% ! 
- 6 pD 


# — - 
£4 rp - 
1 #- ay 
WE 4 = v1 
Lies Wt " 
þ _ FE | 
» _ 
MH: er f \ 
PY 
"be . 
L | | | 
£ 
% . 
A, 
. 


Preached at 


* EDMUNDS BURY; 


| | | Before the Right Reverend mw in God 
Lord Biſhop of NORWICH. | | 


| At. the Second Seſſion of his Lordſhips 
Primary V ifttation. 
Holden there on Tueſday, May 4. 1686. 


" a4 *_ P 
dÞ | Chg an* A "+ _— » WA 
6 £ £ -& + 
- Ad 24 2a «A: < 


ag 


þ BY 

NICOLASCLAGETT, M.A. 
Preacher at St. Martes in St. Edmungs 

Bury, Suffolk, 

- a _ | 

& | | LONDON, 


Printed by F. R. for John Weld, at the Grown between 
| | the Temple Gates in Fleetftreet, 1686. 


Kd 


Imprimatur, 


Ex FEdibus Lambeth, TJo. Battely RR" Patri ac 
May 29. 1686, Dm Dn Wilhelmo Archiep. 
Cantuar. a ſacris domeſticis. 


mm. 


——w_— 
— ——— 


TO THE 
Right Reverend Father in God 


WILLIAM, 


Lord Biſhop of NORWICH. 


| My Lord, | 

| His Sermon was thought by 

| your Lordſhip to ſpeak an bo- 
neſt deſign in the Preacher ; 

and ſince you were ſo well pleaſed with 

it, for bearing ſuch a Charafter, that 

you would take no notice of its Defefts 


in other things, I have reaſon to hope 
for the ſame Candor from all other Per- 
ſons of True Fudgement and Worth. 
The Diſcourſe was wholly addreſſed to 
the Clergy, and yet cloathed with no- 
thing but plainneſs and ſumplicity of 
ſpeaking ; 


—_— Cr - _ 
Oo 


ſpeaking ; which always makes moſt for 
the profit of the Hearer, and never 
more for the Credit of the Preacher,then 
when he ſpeaks to the beſt Fudges, who 
never value Sermons for being Adorned 
with Wit and Fancy. 

My Lord, I endeavour d to make 
my ſelf, and ſuch of the Clergy as I am, 


ſenſeble how we ought to behave our 
{elves inthe Houſeof God. And becauſe, 
in purſuance of the ſame end, your Lord- 
ſhip hath recommended this Sermon to 
the Preſs, I have adventurd to make 
it yet more public, by putting it under 
your Patronage. 
I am 


Your Lordſhips moſt Obedient 


Son and Servant, 


N. CLAGETT. 


(1) 


1 Tim. iv. 15: 
—=— *Ey Tgmic los 
Grve thy ſelf wholly to them. 


H E words are part of St. Paws inſtruction 
to Timothy concerning the right diſcharge 
of his duty in his Miniſterial and Epiſcopal 

Function. | 

Three Epiſtles of this ſort, remaining in our Ca- 
non, did St. Paul write 3; two to Timothy, and one 
to 17t#4, who were both early converted by him 
to Chriſtianity, and taken to his aſſiſtance in the 
work of the Miniſtry, and were at length conſti- 
tuted Biſhops, the One of Epheſw#s, the other of 
Crete ; For the Holy Ghoſt moved him to write 
to theſe Perſons in their abſence, Epiſtles of ex- 
hortation 3 and the Providence of God took care 
to have them preſerved, when written, that they 
might be a ſtanding Rule to the Chriſtian Clergy, 
in all Ages of the Church ; There are indeed ſe- 
veral inſtructions of this kind intermixt here and 
there in other parts of the Scripture 3 but theſe 
three Epiſtles ſeem to have been written more on 
purpoſe for the dire&tion of the Clergy, and ac- 
cordingly they are put together in the Canon of 


the New Teſtament. 
B Now 


Fuſeb. Hiſt, 
1,-10, Co go 


Rom, 12.7,8, 


(2 ) 

Now- St: Parl in teaching Timothy and Tites- 
how they ought to behave themſelves in their 
Office, gives them inſtrucions- of. two forts, to 
wit, ſuch as reſpected their Epifcopal ' Authority 
and Juriſdiction, as- Thoſe- about Ordination, Or- 
derins the Publick Aſſemblies, Cenſuring Hereticks,,.. 
Falſe Teachers, and Innovators. in DoGrin, and the | 
like, and ſach, wherein ſubordinate Miniſters are : 
concerned with them : And [I think, his Exhorta- - 
tions to Timothy 1n the latter part of the Chapter - 
from the 13th verſe to the end, are of that kind 3 
For here he ſtirs up Ti#:othy to imploy . himſelf in 
Reading and Preaching, to uſe and .improve the 
Divine Gift that was-in him, to -make the concern 
of his Miniſtry the great matter of his thought and 
meditation , and 'to be careful of. his -Lite and 
Doctrin. 

And then, the Text is one of thoſe Precepts 
which are given to the whole Clergy : : Meditate. 
upon theſe things, Give thy ſelf wholly to them.” For 
every Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould :be diligent in his 
Sacred Calling, whether he be in quality of a Biſhop 
preſiding over the - Presbyters, or Awrips Seirs 
lepevs, a Prieſt. of the ſecond Throne, as a Presbyter - 
was anciently called. 

"Ev Ts7os, Be in them, Totws :#n illis 5 Give thy 
ſelf wholly, or Give attendance to thele things, viz. 
to Reading, to Exhortation, to Dofrin : He that 
teacheth, let him wait on teaching 3 - He that exhorteth 
on exhortation, are- Precepts of the like nature : 
The Apoſtle bids Timothy lay. out his Time and 
Pains in Reading, (7.e.) i ſtudying the Will of 
God himſelf, andin Exhortation, ( 7.e._) inPreach- 
we 


(3) 

1ng and applying it to others: But then. we muſt 
note, that in theſe Miniſterial Duties of Private 
Studying, and both Publick and Private Exhorta- 
tion, to which he would have Timothy give him- 
ſelf, he includes all other Epiſcopal and Miniſterial 
Offices 'whatſoever, 'which are neceſſary for the 
Edification of the Church, 'and the good of Souk. 
according to thoſe ſundry precepts and direCtions 
ua -he elſewhere gives him in the two Ept- 

les. 

Indeed the Preaching part was the great work 
of the Miniſtry in the firſt Age of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe then Infidels were to be converted to the 
Faich, and Believers to be daily added to the Church; 
and this took up ſo much of their Time, who 
were the firſt planters of Chriſtianity, that they 
were fain to lay aſide one work they had taken 
upon them, and to commit it to Others: The Apo- 
ſtles left off the buſineſs of caring for the poor, that 
they might give themſelves continually to Prayer, and 
the Miniftry of 'the Word; and hence was the inſti- as s. 4. 
tution of the Office and Order of Deacorrs. 

But whereas the perſon exhorted in this Chapter 
to give himſelf to Study and Preaching, was, T7- 
mothy, who had a newly planted Church to over- 
{ce and govern, and to preſerve from Hereſte and 
Schiſm, the (797 ) here in the Text, I conceive 
1s to be taken more at large, as comprehending 
all parts of the Miniſtry that belonged to him, and 
the whole Duty of his Place and Function. 

And now I ſhall conſider theſe words to Tr:mothy 
as a precept of inſtruction to us all, who are of the 
Sacred Order; and that which we are to learn 

B 2 from 


(4) 
from hence, and apply to our ſelves, is this, That 
we ought to make that, which is the Duty of our Calling, 
the great buſmeſs of our Lives, ſerving truly and pain- 
fully in our places to the Glory of God, and to the 
edifying of the People committed to our charge 3 and 
doing whatſoever we do, with all our might. 


This I have choſen 'to be my preſent ſubject of - 


Diſcourſe. 
In the handling whereof, according to the moſt 


eaſie and natural method, theſe two things are to 


be done, 

Firſt, I am to ſhew what this Apoſtolical Canon 
forbids in Church-men; or thoſe who miniſter 1n 
Religion. 

Secondly, To- ute ſome perſualive Arguments 


and Motives to that induftry in the- work. of the - 


Miniſtry, which 1t requires. 

And what I deſfign herein (my Brethren of the 
Clergy ) is to-excite and quicken you and my ſelf 
to that Diligence, which is requiſite in our FunGi- 
on, according to the Rule of the Text, the expe- 


ation of our Dioceſan, and - the. reaſon of the - 


thing. 


I begin firſt with: obſerving to You, that there - 


are two things which the Apoſtle here diſlikes and 


condemns, as not becoming the -Holy FundGtion, - 


viz. Sloth in-the Miniſtry, and 'worldly-mindedneſs 
in them who undertake it.. The Miniſter of Chriſt is 
to be neither Sluggard nor Worldling, he muſt give 
himſelf wholly: to his Sacred work, which he can- 
not do, if he either loyters and 1s careleſs in his 


Spiritual Office, or goes after this World, and drives 
on quite-another. deſign. 
z. The 
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(5) 

1; The Apoſtle is againſt Slothfulneſs in the work, 
of the Miniſtry, as appears alſo from fuch other 
Exhortatious of his to Timothy, parallel to the 
Text, as theſe, Preach the Word, Be inſtant m_ 
ſon, out of ſeaſon for ſo he charges him, Watch 
thou in all things, endure hardneſs, and the like. 
The very word Auwxor®., Miniſter, which is a Ti- 
tle common to all the Orders and Ranks of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Men, Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons, fſigni- 
fies a painful ſervice, like that of Men, wh» travail 


in haſte, and raiſe the * duſt as they go; for ſo the * «ya. - 


word ſeems to ſ{ignifie. The Apoſtle exhorts even 
Chriſtians of the Laity to be diligent for God in 
their ſphere and capacity 3 as the Romans, that 
they would not be — in buſineſs, but fervent in 
Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 


Chriſtians of this Church do pray-in the Gereral 
Thanksgiving 1n the Liturgy; That God would give 
them Grace to expreſs and ſhew forth their thank- 
fulneſs for all his benefits and bleſſings, by giving up 
themſelves to his Service 3 Much more then ſhould 
they be Zealous and Active in their Duty, who are 
ſet apart for the ſervice of Rehgion, and for mini- 
ſtring in Holy things.. And very well might ex- 
hortations to diligence in the work. of the Goſpel 
come from ſuch a Perſon, who was himſelf a very 
laborious Apoſtle, and an eminent example of in- 
duſtry-1n the ſacred Service of the Miniſtry, and 


ſpent-in his ſtrength in that Service 3 For he ceaſed ags 20: 31:0. 


not to to warn people night and day ; Having received 


this Miniſtry (ſays he ) we faint not; and he ſpeaks Cor-4-1. 
thus to the Corinthians from: his Soul, 1 will gla4lyth. 12. ug. ;. 


ſpend 


and the Corinthians, that Rom. 12. 11; 
they. would abound in the work of the Lord. All | cor. 15.28. 


(6) 
ſpend and be ſpent for your ſake : A Goſpel Miniſter 
11 his Office being in this like a Candle on a Candle- 
ftick,, that he waſtes himſelf, whileſt he affords 
Light to others z which was thought a matter of 


Rerum Germ, No ſinall - commendation : by - that - aftive- German 


Scriptores, 


Prince, who cauſed a burning Lamp to be ſtamped 
on his Com, with  the' firſt four Letters of theſe 
words upon- it, Alizs Serviens Meipſum Contero, By 
giving Light to others I conſume my ſelf. And truly, 
Whoever takes upon him the Profeftſion of a Mini- 


'ſter with due fincerity, will ſoon find that there is 


work enough 1n it to take up his Time and Care, 
and engage his Diligence, and -to ' make him ever 
wakeful and ſtirring. But to enter upon the Mini- 
ſtry only as a Profeſſion or Condition of Lite, one 
can live in handſomely -and conveniently, and 
there's all ; to chooſe a painful Calling for to hve 
at caſe, and a work of labour to do nothing, to 
mind nothing leſs than the great concern of the 
Function : to fit down fluggiſhly and unprofitably 
under the Vines, -and under the Fig-trees of the 


-Church, to live upon the Fat and Woo! of the Flock 


without caring any farther ; to love the ſecular 
Eſtate and Revenue of an Eccleſiaſtical Charge, 
and not the Spiritual work that belongs to it, to 
make even the Y7zezard it ſelf a Sancuary for Idle- 
neſs, 1s quiteand clean contrary to the exhortation 
of the Text. 

2. Worldly-mindedneſs 1s the other thing which 
thisRule of Scripture forbids to the Paſtors and 
Guides of the Church, becauſe it cannot conſiſt 
with a ſufficient attendance to the Miniſtry. If the 
firſt Chriſtian Paſtors left even part of their buſi- 


neſs 


(7) 


neſs to the care of others, that they —_— give 
themſelves the more entirely to the reſt ot it that 
w:s moſt neceflary, it is fit certainly we ſhould lay 
alide the World, and withdraw our ſelves from 
Secular Afﬀairs as much as we can, that we might 
the more fully intend the work of our proper 
Calling. Indeed St. Paul and Timothy were not in 
circumſtances, that much tempted them to be 
Worldlings; For in their time, when Govern- 
ments were not as yet Chriſtian, there were no 
Eſtates legally ſetled for the Maintenance of the 
Clergy : Nay, our Apoſtle, that he might not be 
chargeable, even to them from whom he deſerved 
well for his Miniſterial Labours among(t them, 
wrought ' with his own hands for a ſubſiſtence, . But 
the work of the Miniſtry hath Temporal encou- 
ragements now, which thoſe of us do find no ſmall 
temptations. to ſeek this World too much, who 
are not as Spiritual in Mind and Heart, as we are 
in Profeſſion. 

Now the fame St. Paul who here: exhorts Timo- 
thy to give himſelt to the Miniſtry, blamed Dems 
for neglefting it out of love to this preſent World : , 7;p, . ro, 
Not, that I think the /ove of the World,” which he 
did not like in Demas,; was that finful love of it, 
which the Goſpel every -where condemns; - but it 
was however, ſuch -an undue carefulneſs about it, 
as was not proper for a Miniſter, though in others 
it might be more allowable, an exceſs of concern 
in Worldly negotiations not becoming the Mini- 
ſtry, which requires us to be converſant with 
things of another nature. But ſtill it would be 
worle in us, to be taken off from the _— by 

ſuch | 


3 Tim. 6.11, 


(8) 


ſach a Worldly Spirit, as is Criminal even in Lay- 
men 3 we cannot make a. buſineſs of two things, 
widely different from each other 3 we cannot A& 
as we ſhould do according to our Profeſſion to be 
Spiritual Perſons, and: yet be mere Seculars in our 
—_— and cares: no man whatſoever ca ſerve 
two Maſters, God .and Mammon, much leſs I am 
ſare can we, who are leſs at leiſure for ſuch a dou- 
ble Service, being more ſeparate from the World, 
and ſet apart for ſacred Adminiſtrations : There- 
fore St. Paul Cautions T7mothy againſt Covetoulneſs, 
and the love of the World m particular, as what 
with its evil fruits and  effe&ts would be a great 
hindrance to him in the work of the Miniſtry, But 
thou, Oman of God, flee theſe things : thou, that art 
devoted to ſo excellent a Service. 

The truth 1s, -if we, who are the more peculiar 
Lot of God,-are more given to the World than 
to the buſineſs of miniſtring for him, it may well 
be ſuſpected concerning us, That we did not in- 
tend honeſtly and worthily at firſt > That we be- 
took our ſelves to the Sacred Calling chiefly for 
outward Motives; and 'that the World was the 
great incentive to the work, as moſtly it is, I ſup- 
poſe, when the Crre is purchaſed with Money. 

Time was, when by an Hand of Authority, the 
Buyers and Sellers were driven out of the Temple ; 


.and if they had been kept out from thence ever 


ſince, and there had been no Secular Trading or 
Merchandize in Eccleſiaſtical concerns, it had been 
better for the Church : and I wiſh heartily it were 
not in the power of any perſons unworthily to be- 
tray the Church and Men's Souls, by making money 

0 


_ — <—_ 


of Preſentations, and ſelling Spiritual Charges to 
them that will give molt for them : For when they 
are bought as Eſtates to live on, we come to them 
as Benefices more then as Cures. Such beginnings in 
the Miniſtry any where, as are from a round ſu, 
do not promiſe diligence in the work. When the 
World enters us upon our places, -1n all likelihood 
it proves the main moving and governing Princi- 
ple, from whence we act all along in them, and 
we are apt to be ſuch, who ſerve not the Lord Teſus 


(9) 


Chriſt, but our own belly. 


It 1s indeed very allowable in us to have regard 
to our temporal Support, and we ſhould take care 
for the defending and preſerving our rights 3 and 
we may lawfully enough embrace greater worldly 
advantages, when what we mean hereby 1s, that 
we might be enabled to do God the more Service 
in the World ; but whileſt we propound to our 
ſelves and conjoin the leſler end, that is Temporal, 
does it appear to us that we are f(incere in the Mi- 
niſtry by our diligence in it according to the Text, 
and do we diſcharge our duty in our Function ſo 
carefully and painfully, that we can be able to fay, 
every one of us to our Flocks with the teſtimony 
of our Conſciences, what St. Paul did to the Corin- 


thians, s Cai Tz Vudv dM Yudts, 1 ſeek not yours , cox. 12, 14 


but you £2 


It was St. Peter's exhortation to the Elders or 
Biſhops of the Church, and inthem to all Miniſters, 
That they would feed the flock of God amoneſt them, 
taking the overſight thereof, not for filthy Incre, but of , ; 
a really mind , a mind ready and willing for the 
work, [ a&g%uws: ] and thus he exhorted the Pa- 


Ct. 5+ 1,2, 


(10) 


ſtors of God's Flock at a time, when the Mainte- 
nance of the Clergy was nothing neer ſo conſ1dera- 
ble as it has been ſince, upon which account this - 
Canon of St. Peter may ſeem to have had an aſpedt - 
chiefly towards thoſe Ages of the.Church that were 
to come, wherein the Spiritual Mex would be un- 
der a far greater temptation to mind earthly things. 
Not, that *cis unlawful in undertaking the Miniſtry 
to aim at ſecular intereſt, and the advantages of 
this Life ; but to make this World our main end 
and delign,. 1s what the Text, and the now ment1- 
on'd place of St. Peter do difallow, becauſe if this 
be the thing we propound chiefly, we ſhall certain- 
ly a&t accordingly, and conſequently cannot be ſo . 
intent upon our ſpiritual concern, or, ſo ready and 
diligent in the work of the Miniſtry as we ought, 
but ſhall be called off from it, nor a little. 

But let me add, That it we neglect our work, 
becauſe we have buſineſs of another nature in hand, 
and our hearts go after this prefent World ; and 
peradventure what we do in the mean while be 
more by conſtraint than willingly, (which St. Peter 
doth not like in Miniſters ) then we have our reward, 
and muſt expect no more for our ſerving by the 
halves in our places, than what we propounded to 
our {elves thereby. 

Thus I have ſhown what the Apoſtle by this his 
precept to 17mothy, condemns in the Men of our 
Profeſhion. When we do not give our ſelves to the 
work of the Sacred Miniſtry, we are guilty of neg- 
ligence in our Office, cither through lazineſs, or elſe 
becauſe we are otherways taken up, and our 
thoughts, and Time, and Care, are engaged in ſe- 

cular 


(17) 
-cular things. Wherefore it follows, that we arenot 
ſuch, as the Apoſtle would have us, and all Goſpel- 
Paſtors to be, if we be either {lothful in the Mini- 
{terial Service, or Earthly-minded-men, and have 
our _— employed mi toe eager a purſuit of 
this preſent world. 
Having now conſidered the Oppoſites to that di- 
Iigence in the Holy Function which the Apoſtle re- 
quires, 
Secondly, I proceed to the other part of my dil- 
courſe, which ſhall be a Perſuaſive to ſuch a Dilt- 
ence. 
Whereas it has pleaſed God to preſerve the fear 
of his name in the World, and to bring Men to 
Salvation by the Miniſtry of Men, not by that of 
Angels, or by ſpeaking to us immediately himfelt, 
he has ſele&ted and ſet apart an Order of Men for 
that Service, that (hould Miniſter to him for the 
People, and inſtruft and guide the people in his 
Name, and by his Authority. As Barnabas and 
Paul were ſeparated by the Holy Ghoſt, even ſrom 
other Prophets and Teachers, tor the great work-agq, 1,, ., 
whereunto he had called ther in particular, which 
was to go about preaching Chriſt publickly in feve- 
ral Countries of the World ; ſo are Miniſters in 
general ſeparated by Chriſt to the facred Service. 
For our Lord gave ſonre Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, Quemadmidum 
and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers," = 
for the perfeFing of the Saints, for the work of the Mi- pubs ſublegit fi- 
niſtry, for the edifying of the body ef Chriſt, Eph.4.1 1,12. mr your fl 
Here 1s a {cle&ting.ot Perſons, and here's their work. cialiter 6b; in 
bernaculi ſervirent, fic ſimili modo in Nowo Teſt aments ex popu) Chriſtians Prem: pon 
rict Of Sacerdotes, ut ill; ſpectaliter Dominoſervii ent, Auguſt, Tom. 8. p. 7. | 
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Now fince God has called us from the reſt of 
Men to the peculiar Service of Himſelf, he meant 
and intended that we ſhould be wholly 1n that Ser- 
vice, to which we are ſeparated. We are not called 
to the Miniſtry. barely to be authorized and com- 
miſſioned for peculiar Church Offices, but alſo to 
be Men making a buſineſs of the more immediate 
Service of God ; We are an Order of Men diſtin& 
from the Laity, not only as we are qualified and 
enabled for the Adminiſtration of Gods holy Word 
and Sacraments, and other Ordinances, but alſo as 
we are ſele& Perſons, whom God hasappointed to 
addict our ſelves altogether to that work and ofhce, 
wherein Lay-perſons in part, and upon occaſion, 
may and ought to miniſter to one another 3 For 
inſtance, All Chriſtians ſhould exhort one another 
daily, and inſtruct and reprove each other, as they 
{hall be able, and according to the Opportunities ; 
they have; but this is the Miniſters work'more eſ- 
pecially, to which he 1s ſeparated and devoted. 

And indeed unleſs our diligence in the wark of 
our function bears ſome proportion to the deſign of 
our Call to 1t, which 1s, that we might give our 
ſelves wholly thereunto, with what ſatisfaction can 
we wear the diſtinguiſhing Habit > How can we 
jadge of our ſelves that we are ſincere in our Call- 
ing? or ſay with the Apoſtle, This 3s our rejoycing, 
the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 
Godly ſencerity, not in fleſhly Wiſdom, we have our Con- 
werſation in the world; and towards them eſpecially, 
whom we are over in the Lord £2 

Had St. Paul and Timothy lived in- Times, when 
the Clergy of the Church were taken care for by 


the 
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the Laws of the Government, no donbt he would 
have been more earneſt with Timothy to follow his 
Miniſtry cloſe. As for St. Paxl, in the time and 
work of his Apoſtleſhip, he had many times a ſub- 
fiſtence to ſeek, and Timothy had no Legal Benefice 
annexed to his Office or Cure in Spirituals. Had it 
been fo, St. Paul would have been much more ur- 
gent upon him, e» TsT%; cz; 3 How then ſhould 
we apply to our ſelves this his Apoſtolique Exhor- 
tation to [imothy 5 we who have Maintenances Le- 
gally ſecured ? Should not we make it our butineſs 
11 our Miniſterial Calling to ſeck, the K ingdom of 
God, and the righteouſneſs thereof; ſeeing other things 
are added to us, and we ſtand obliged to lay out 
our utmolt endeavours, not only in Duty to God, 
but jn Juſtice to Man. 

And this advantage we have a bovemen of other 
Profeſſions, That all the buſineſs we have to do is 
of the ſame nature and kind. In other Profeſſions 
of Life, Men have their general and particular 
Calling; and their Concerns 1n the latter prove of- 
ten-times great Avocations from,and hindrances to 
their Care 1n the former : But our general and par-- 
ticular Calling 1s ina manner one and the ſamething. 
Religion and God's Glory .1s the great buſineſs of 
our Fun&ion; andit 1is-the ſum of our Miniſtry to 
ſave our ſelves and them that hear us. 

Now to perſnade diligence in the Sacred Calling 
in purſuance to this precept Apoſtolical, I ſhall uſe 
the ſeveral motives and arguments following,which 
are all plain and preſling reaſons for it, As 

I. The important end 1 our Work, 

0 


2. The nature of our Work it ſelf. 
2. The 
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3. The oppoſition we meet withal herein, and conlſe- 
quently the danger our Flocks are in, unleſs 
we uſe a due diligence in our Function. 

4. The fair likelyhood of ſucceſs in our Miniſtry, it 
we giveour ſclves to 1t with our whole Care. 

5. The dignity of our Work, and Calling, in reſpe# 
of the relation wherein we ſtand to God. 

6. The great acconnt we muſt one day make to him. 
And, 

7. The glorions reward we ſhall receive from him if 
we have been diligent in his Service. 

And in offering theſe things. to your thoughts 
(my Reverend Brethren) I am more ſenſible of my 
Auditory, than to propound them as new to you, 
and what you havenot had in conſideration betore ; 
But however theſe ſundry motives laid all together, 
and jointly conſidered, may have a new force with 
us, to confiry us all in that holy Zeal for God, and 
diligence in our Miniſterial Duty, which 1s meet 5 
to confirm us, I had rather ſay, than to i»duceany 
of us thereto. 

And 1n the mean while, whereas'in the common 
Religious Aſſemblies many things are loſt, which 
are delivered from the Pulpit, having little or no 
influence upon them to whom our Doctrines are 
directed, it is the preſent ſatisfaction of the Preacher, 
that in this ſo Grave, and Pious, and Judicious an 
Audience, though what is delivered be but mean, 
yet 1t js attended to, and received as 1t ought to 
to be: For none are ſo perſuadable by the Medi- 
tations and Arguings of others, as thoſe who are 
men of Meditation themſelves: Teachers are the 
moſt traCtable, and Preachers, the beſt _— 
The 
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The firſt reaſon for giving attendance to the Mi- 
niſtry, is taken trom the conlideration of the end 
of our Work, and Office, which is no les grand and 
important, than God's Glory in the Salvation of 
Men's Souls, An end of the greateſt moment and 
conſequence, challenges our utmoſt care and pains 
n the purſit of it, and ſuch an end is the Saving 
Sorls, which is the end of our Mimiſtry. But I 
think I need not inſiſt largely upon the ordinary 
Topick of Perſuaſion to diligence in the Paſtoral 
Fun&tion, from the worth of a Soul, as it was crea- 
ted for Immortality, and ſubſiſts eternally 1n hap- - 
pineſs or miſery after this Life, and is repreſented 
by our Saviour as infinitely more worth the ſaving, 
than this whole World is the gaining. Math, 16, 25, 

Only for the heightning our eſtimation of mens 
Souls, give me leave to note to you the value of 
them in God's account : For our Pariſhes and 
Charges, where we are Miniſters, are called in , pe, ,. ,, 4. 
Scripture God's Flock and Heritage, his Family and Math. 24. 45... 
Houſhold, as alſo the Harveſt of : the Lord, into 7 ma 
which we are ſet as Labourers, when we are or=. © 
dained and miſhoned to -ſerve any where, for the 
ſpiritual benefit of- people 3 from which Scriptural 
Terms importing an eſteem of, and tenderneſs to- 
wards the Souls of our Pariſhioners, we may ga- 
ther, that whilſt we indeed may be too indifferent- 
ly concerned for them, they are precious to God, 
and dear in. his Account; and ſo ſome Argument 
there 1s in this, that we ſhould be deeply concer- 
ned for the Souls that are under our Charge. But 
nothing methinks recommends the Souls of ſuch, 
as worthy our utmoſt care and regard, more, than 

what . 


A ts 20, 28, 


2 Tim. 1. 6, 


2:Tim, 2. 15. 
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' what it coſt to redeem them 3 for ſeeing the Price 


was ſo great, ſhall we little regard the Purchaſe ? 
Should they periſh through any negligence 1n us, 
for whom our Saviour has ſo wonderfully underta- 
ken? Or ſhould we eafily ſaffer them to be deſtroy- 
ed, for whom Chriſt dyed £ This Argument the Apo- 
{tleuſed to perſwade the Afar Biſhops and Paſtors 
at Mizletus to ſpare for no diligence 1n all Paſtoral 
Duties, Take heed unto your ſelves, and to all the 


Flock, to feed the Church of God, which he has pur- 


chaſed with his own Blood. 
Now foraſimuch as our Places are Cures of Sonls, 
and our work the Miniſtry of Souls, we {hall cer- 


tainly prefer the ſerving of their intereſt and wel- 


fare before our own ealſe, if we be what in all rea- 
ſon we ought, viz. True lovers and valuers of the 
Souls of Men. 


Secondly, Such is the nature of our work, where- 


11n we ſerve for the Salvation of Souls, that we ſhall 


find need enough of addicting our ſelves wholly 
to it, if we would do it thorougly ; for it is a la- 
borious office, and what requires a follicitous 
Care, and great attentiveneſs, and is ſuch a ſort of 


work, as may well engage our Thoughts, and em- 
-ploy our time : Timothy himſelf muſt ſtudy hard, 


who was a ;perſon ſo well qualifyed and enabled 
for the work of the Miniſtry by an extraordinary 
Gift : For he is exhorted by St. Parl in the Verſe 
foregoing, Not to negled the Gift that was in hin, 
and again, he was put in remembrance by him to ſtir 
up the Gift of God in him, and the Apoſtle would 
have him ſtudy to ſhew himſelf approved unto (Jod, a 
Workman that need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the 
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the Word of Truth : So that it ſeems even theſe firſt 
more eminent Gifts lay dead and uſeleſs by negle&, 
in cale they were not exerciſed, and it was ne- 
ceſlary, that they ſhould be exerted and impro- 
ved by the diligence of thoſe, to whom they are 
given : much more needful in us is an affiduity of 
painful Study, who cannot pretend to that mea- 
ſure of Inſpiration, and to the extraordinary ability 
1imothyhad, and tobegitted as he was 3 How ſhall 
men preach except they be ſent, ſays the Apoſtle, and 
how ſhall they inſtru&t and exhort, though they be 
ſent, it there be no private diligence preparatory 
to the publick Miniſtration ? 

To be briet upon this argument3 if it be conſt- 
dered, What care and painfulneſsis requiſite in ſtu- 
dying Divine Truth, that we might ſerve as we 
ought in the publick Miniſtries of Religion, and 
deſerve the Character given of thoſe in this Epiſtle, 


who are ſaid to be zomirr; 2» My x, Wroygac, 


L abonrers in the Word and Do@rine : What atten- ** 5: V+ 17+ 


dance 1n our private addrefles and applications to 
Men 3 (tor we are to watch over them in their fe- 
veral caſes and conditions, to free them of their 
errors, to recover them from their Vices, to fatis- 
fie their ſcruples, and remove their Prejudices, and 
to check the growth of pernicious perſuaſions 3 to 
convince gain ſayers, to regain the loſt, to bring 
home wanderers, to inſtruct all the ignorant, to 
heartenthe fearful, and rouſe up the ſloathful, and 
and comfort the afflicted , to reconcile differing 
parties, to exhort and rebuke as there ſhall be 
need for it, to warn men ſealonably, and awaken 
their Conlcicnces, in the doing of which things by 

D private 
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private ſolicitation we know St. Par! ſometimes 
went from houſe to houſe,) What may be expected 
from us in all Miniſterial Services according as the 
exigences of others, or the common Benefit of the 
Church may require, and in a careful management 
of our Paſtoral Charges,that al/ things may be done to 
edifying : And finally, I may add,What watchtulnelſs 
1s requiſite even oyer our own examples, that they 
may be as inſtruive as our Dodrins, and that our 
Lives may look as holy as our Callings, ( 1ake heed 
to thy ſelf; as the Apoſtle goes on exhorting in the 
next verſe,) All this (I fay ) conſidered, it appears 
that St. Aſtin did not fay altogether 
without reaſon, that no Office in hu- 
mane Lite. hath more difficulty and la- 


Aﬀs 20, 20. 


Ante onmnia peto, ut cogitet Ye- 
ligioſa prudentia Tua, nihil eſ- 
ſe in hac vita factlius,letius 
hominibus acceptabilius Epiſco- 


pr, Presbyteri, aut Diaconi Of- 
ficio, ſt perſunForie atque adu- 
latorie res agatur, ſed nihil a- 
pud Deum miſerius tF triſtius, 
OF damnabilius , Ita nibil eſſe 
in bac vita diffcilius, laborio- 
fius, periculoſues Epiſcopi, aut 
Presbyteri, aut Diaconi officio, 
ſed apud Deum nihil beatius, ſi 
eo mode militetur, quo miſter 
Imperator jubet, Dom. Part 
Valerio. Auguſt, Tom. 2 p. 


686, 


bour in it, than that of the Clergy. 
When the Apoltle had gloryed in the 
ſeveral hard things - he had gone 
thorough 3 to theſe he adds a matter 
of boaſting as conſiderable as any, vis. 
the vaſt ſolicitude and buſineſs that was 
daily upon him, even the care of all the 
Churches, 1 Cor. 11. 28. For indeed he 
had a verylarge Provinceco inſpect and 
manage. St. Chryſoſtom thonght that 


we of the Sacred Fun&tion take a Charge upon 
us, which would not feel light on the ſhonl- 
ders of Angels: So grofly miſtaken about the Mi- 
niſterial Calling, as well as filly, was that Abby 
Sluggard, who, as it is ſtoried, from Prieſt tur- 
ned Hysbandmen, becauſe he found it written, In 
the ſweat of thy brow ſhalt thou eat thy bread : For 
m Scripture compariſon the Miniſtry is Harveſt La- 


bouring, 
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bouring, and there is Sweat enough in it, as I con- 
ceive may be generally experienced, excepting 
where the Care or the Care 1s very ſmall. 
That diligence in the Miniſtry, which the na- 
ture of the Calling requires, and our Spiritual Fa- 
ther and Overſeer expetts of us, is one thing, and 
that bare attendance in the Offices of it, which 1s 
but juſt legally neceflary for the holding of our 
places, is another : They who are careful for no- 
thing more, than to enlarge their Cures, and mul- 
tiply their Charges, not being ſo much afraid of 
the greater duty incumbent, as deſirous of a Jarger 
Income, do commonly content themſelves only 
with the latter. 
But it does not become us to {lubber over our 
Sacred Work, as if we acted meerly by the mea- 
ſures of humane conſtraint, and for worldly ends. 
Againſt this, there are two Canons of the Apoſtle 
of the ſame nature with the Text, The oneisa _ 
Precept to Timothy, viz. Make full proof of thy M;- * Tim. 4+ 5+ 
niſtry, the other to Archippms to the ſame effect; 
for the Laity of Coloſs were ordered by the Apo- 
ſtle to ſay to him, Take heed to the Miniſtry c, ,. .-. 
which thou haſt received in the Lord, that thou ful- | 
l it. 
4 Nay, my Brethren, when we do our utmoſt in 
the buſineſs of our Function, giving our ſelves 
wholly to it, well may we wiſh we could do more, 
ſince even our great Apoſtle himſelf could fay, 
Who 3s ſufficient for theſe things £2 2 COr2. 26, 
A third Reaſon for making the Miniſterial Work 
our buſineſs, 1s the Oppoſition we have in it. A great 
door and effeFual is opened unto me, ſays the Apoſtle, 
D >» ; 


AH: 


t Cor. 15. 9. 
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and. there are many Adverſaries ; he had a great 
deal of work before him to do, and good hopes 
of ſaccels in it, but yet had many oppoſers to quell, 
which - required his tarrying at Epheſus, and dou- 
bled his diligence 1n the work of his Apoſtleſhip : 
and we are not without Oppoſers 1n our Paſtoral 
Work. [n this, the Devil 1s againft us, who, as 
our Saviour gives us to underſtand, after we have 

Math, 13. 19, have ſown the ſeed in the Hearts of our Hearers, 
doth what he can to take it away from thence 
again; and St. Peter acquaints us, that he 8a dili- 
gent Adverſary to. the work of faving Souls, tor 
he repreſents him. as walking about like a roaring 

»Per. 5.8. Lion, ſeeking whom he may devour. And therefore 
we are to be vigilant for our people, as they are 
to be for themſelves 3 we are not to fit ſtill, but 
ſhould be active, and: ſtirring tor the defence of our 
Flocks. 

There are alſo amongſt men adverſaries that op- 
poſe and would undermine us in our Work, As, 

1. Thoſe who vilifie our Office and deride our 
Inſtructions, iz. Atheiſtical, Profane and Impu- 
dent Men ; and. ſuch- there are here and there ur 
the World : it ſtands us therefore in hand to be di- 
ligent in all ſeaſonable applications to our people, 
that by good Antidotes we might preſerve them 
from the Infetion of ſuch Men, and that Evil Com- 
munication might not corrupt their good manners. 

2. We are oppoſed too by Heretical and Schiſ- 
matical Seducers, who corrupt and divide the 
Church, and would lead them aſtray, that are un- 
der our care; and we had need look to our Flocks 
when Wolves are abroad. Our Lord cautions all 


his 
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his Followers againſt Falſe-Prophets that cone in 
Shkeeps Cloathing, but inwardly are ravening Wolves : Math. 7. rg. 
and now we ſhould be diligent Watchmen againſt 
them for the preſervation of our Flocks. For this 
reaſon partly the Apoſtle exhorts the Aſzar Paſtors 
to take pains with their people, Take heed (ſays he) 
to the Flock, to feed the Church of God, for 1 know Ads 20, 2g, 
this , that after my departing, ſhall grievons Wolves 
enter in among you, not ſparing the Flock, And it 
would'be greatly for the intereſt and advantage of 
of this beſt of Churches, did we all in our retpe- 
ctive Charges ufe a diligence againſt Schiſm and 
Error proportionable to theirs, who oppoſe our 
Miniſtry, and ye iz wait to deceive, eſpecially (ince 
ſo many ariſe in this Land, ſpeaking perverſe things 
to draw away Diſciples after them , Cratty Decct- 
vers,. as were the Phariſes of old; are often very: 
mduſtrious in making Profſelyrtes :- but its pity the 
Adverſarics of the Truth ſhould beſtir themtclves 
more than its Friends; it is not fit that we ſhould' 
be leſs induſtrious 1n ſaving, than others are in per- 
verting Souls, and that our negligence in the right 
way ſhould ſtand condemned by the dihgence of' 
Seducers. 

Wherefore let us cum ſangnine &- ſudore, contend ' 
earneſtly for the Faith which was once delivered to the 
Saints, and be wholly in the Miniſtry, ſince we 
have the oppoſitton of Earth and Hell m_. our 
Work; For in this ſence we wreſtle both againſt Fleſh 
and Blond, and againſt Principalities and Powers, 1n 
as much as we have to do with men anil Devils, 
with the viſible and inviſible Enemies of the - 


Church, of the Truth, of Religion-and MensSouis. 
4. A- 
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4. Another Motive to be wholly intent on the 
Miniſtry, is the happy ſucceſs in the ſame, which ſuch a 
Diligence gives a good proſpe# of , and infinitely 
more to be deſired and endeavour'd after ; and of 
more glorious conſequence is a ſucceſs in our work, 
than in any other concern in the World. I need 
not tell you, that as Diligence in all difhcult under- 
takings 1s the likely way to ſucceed, ſo the more 
induſtrious we are in our great ſpiritual Work, we 
ſhall do the more good upon thoſe who are our 
Charge in all likelyhood 3 but this I ſay, that asDi- 
ligence 1n us of it ſelf naturally tends to make us 
ſucceſsful in our Miniſtry, ſo doth the obſervation 
of it, when it 1s taken notice of by them, who are 
commited to our care. 

Two things in Miniſters have a mighty influence 
upon the Obſerversthat areabout them,viz.Deligence 
in their Calling, and Exemplarineſs in their Lives, be- 
cauſe theſe things,when ſeeninus, will make our peo- 
ple perſwaded concerning us, that wearefincere and 
incarneſt. Iam to ſpeak now of the former only. If it 
canbe perceived that we are indifferent and liſtleſs at. 
our Work, it is not to be expected that others 
ſhould be greatly aftefted by what we do; nor is it 
likely that people ſhould be awakened and quick- 
ned by the exerciſes of our Miniſtry towards them, 
if they ſhall be able to mark, that we little mind 
the buſineſs of it our ſelves. But if we faint not iz 
the Miniſtry we have received, then we commend our 
ſelves to every Mans Conſcience, as Perſons that have 
renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, and we 
approve onr ſelves the Miniſters of God ;, it thoſe 
Who are under our.care and inſpection can be Wit- 

neſles 
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neſſes of our unwearied care and pains in our Sa- 
cred Truſt, then 1t will ſufhciently appear to them, 
that we preach not our ſelves that we are their Ser- 
vants, not for lucre's ſake, or this World's ſake, 
but for Jeſus ſake, and their own Soul's ſake 3 and 
conſequently diligence in Miniſters is the way to 
be ſucceſsful in their Work, ſeeing 1t is a lively 
motive with the people that obſerve it 3 to ſubmit 
to their Doctrines, and to be guided and gover- 
ned by them. 

But let me not forget to add alſo the hkelyhood 
of ſucceſs from the blefling of God in this caſe; 
tor while Panl planteth, and Apollos watereth, God | cor. 3. 6. 
gives the encreaſe, he has an hand in the work 
we do, and the ſucceſs of our labours 1s to be at- 
tributed to Him : Now God's Blefling will go 
along with Diligence in his own Work ; when God 
ſees us heartily ſetting our ſelves to do our utmoſt, 
he will put himſelf torth the more, to encourage 
our labours by Crowning tkem with ſacceſs. Give 
we then our ſelves wholly to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, if we be delirous of ſucceſs in it ; for to- 
ward this, Diligence it felf is very helptul, and 
woreover 1t has no ſmall Influence upon our peo- 
ple when they ſee it in us; and finally it drives 
down a greater Divine Bleſſing upon our Work, 
which ſeveral in our Flocks may find the great be- 
nefit of, to our ſatisfaction and joy. Which 1s the 
fourth Argument. 

The Fitth is, The con{i1deration of the Dignity of 
our Funtttion in regard of the relation we ſtand in to- 
wards God, as Perſons called and miſſtioned by 
him, ſeparated from other men, and taken nearer 

to 
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1 Tim. 6. 11. 
1 Cor. 4-1. 
2 Cor. 5. 20. 
1 Cor. 3. 9. 


Ads 20, 28. 
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to himſelf, to miniſter unto him 1n Sacred things 

for we are ſtiled in Sripture the Servants of the Lord, 

(i. e.) his ſpecial ſele& Servants, whom he 1ntruſts 

with his Afﬀairs and Buſineſs, and fends out upon 

his Work, Men of God, Stewards of his Myſteries, 

Miniſters of Chriſt, Embaſſadours for Chriſt, Suro} 
Os, Workers together with God, and we are faid to 

be conſecrated by the Holy Ghoſt to our Work 
and St. Payl inſiſts upon this as a reaſon for Care 
and Diligence therein, Take heed to your ſelves, and 
to all the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
you Overſeers, and ſuch he hath made us Presbyters 
in our Pariſhes in ſubordination to the Biſhop, who 
is to overſee the Overſeers ofthe ſeveral -parts of 
his Flock. 

Now who would be careleſs or negligent in ſo 
Honourable a Truſt and Ofhce, in the ſervice of fo 
Great and Good a Maſter, and in tranſacting the 
buſineſs of ſo high a Miſhon and Legation? God 
has hon-ured us by that Service, which he has com- 
mitted to us, ſhould we not then ſerve him with 
all our ſtrength, and addict our ſelves wholly to 
him, and do our beſt in every thing we put our 
hands to ? Methinks as often as we mind our f{clves 
what we are 1n our.-places and Fun&ion, 412. that 
we are Agents for God, and related to him as his 
Miniſters, Stewards, Embaſladours, and that we 
are Sacred Perſons appointed.and ordained to ſet 
forth his Glory, we {hould be diſpoſed and quick- 
ned with ſome holy Fervency of Spirit to be do- 
ing him the beſt ſervice we can : Let us then walk 
worthy of the Dignity of the Vocation whereunto we 
are called, | 


Wwe 
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We would maintain and keep up the Honour of 
the Funfion, and indeed St. Paul would have zo 
man deſpiſe ws, and well is it, if we be as diligent 
in our places, as deſirous of that eſteem which 
our Holy Office challenges. But do we conſider 
the Miniſtry as an Office of Work as well as Digni- 
ty 2 And is the Honour of our Funtion with us, 
what it ought to be, a Prevailing Morive to do the 
Work that belongs to it? If it be not, then in 
ſeeking and contending for that reſpe& which 1s 
due to us, becauſe we are diſtinguiſhed from the 
People, we do but condemn our ſelves; for if 
{ach be the Dignity of our Calling and Profeſhon, 
becauſe we are KArzG. ©43, and do belong toGod, 
ſhould we not for that reaſon ſerve him more and 
better ? 

I think there is not a little in this Argument to 
perſuade us to give all diligence in Miniſterial Du- 
ties, but there 1s more yet in the next that follows. 

In the Sixth place, which is, the great account we 
muſt one day make to God 5; Negligence in us is of 
fearful and fatal conſequence, The Author to the 
Hebrews requires Lay-Men's Obedience to their 
Spiritual Governours and Paſtors, becauſe they 
are thoſe, who muſt be accountable for their 
Souls, Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſub- 
mit your ſelves, for they watch for your Souls as they 
that wmſt give an Account 5 and now the ſame thing 
which 1s a reaſon for People's ſubmiſſive regard to 
our Work, is a reaſon for our vigilance and pain- 
fulneſs in it. An important aha... we have to do, 
and ſhould dread the conſequence of neglet in 
our great Truſts and Charges, ſince the Salvation 

of 


Heb. 13. 17» 


Mat. 20. 6. 
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of others is our weighty Concern, and we are to 
ſeek and endeavour it for our own fakes as well as 
theirs; for their miſcarrying 1s chargeable on us, 
and hes at our door, and their blood will be required 
at our hands, fo tar forth as it is to be attributed to 
a want of Paſtoral Care on our Parts. Oh ! for this 
reaſon let us make the Miniſtry our buſineſs accor- 
ling to the Text, and let us be awake and look 
about us, and keep cloſe to cur Work, when we 
undertake what we call a Cure of Souls. 

To quicken us to this Diligence we have a Viſ- 
ter here, and indeed fit it is, that thoſe of us who 
Ire not affected fo as we onght by Terrors more at 
1 diſtance, nor put into great concern by the 


| .hought of another World, ſhould be awakened 


ind admoniſhed by a nearer /7/ttation here : In the 


_ nean while this grave Ailembly called by our Ec- 


'lefiaſtical Governour, pretigures and isan Emblem 

»f that final, and much more ſolemn and ſevere 

Viſitation, to which the great Archbiſhop of the 
Chriſtian Church will ſummon us all at laſt. And 
whereas our preſent Overſeer with his ntmoſt Epiſ- 
copal care may not prove able to inſpect the negli- 
gence of every one of us, our Future Viliter 1s 
our conſtant Witneſs at preſent, and ſees and knows 
what we do in our Function ; He, 1 ſay, who will 
firſt viſit us at death, and then will afterward call 
is together to make our publick appearance. We 

ſhould therefore be diligent in our Work, and in 
diſcharging our Truſt, leaſt when he comes he 
ſhould not find us ſuch, as he would, and we be found 
unto him ſuch as we would not. Why ſtand ye here 
all the day idle, was a gentle reprehenfion of thoſe, 
who 
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who were found ſtanding in the Market place, no nan 
having hired them.as it is in the Parable ; but if after 
the Houſeholder had ſent them to work in his Vine- 
yard he had found them idling there too, they had 
met with a ſharper rebuke. And let us conſider 
ſerioully thoſe dreadful Words of our, Lord, Caſt yy, 25. 3: 
ye the unprofitable Servant into outward Darkneſs. The | 
Servant there was one that had a Truſt and Charge 
committed to him, and did no good in it. 

Now (my Reverend Brethren) we have not 
much time to work in at moſt, and we know not 
at what hour, or how ſoon our Lord doth come ; 
and for that reaſon it ſhould be our conſtant care, 
that at all times we may be taken by him diligently 
acting in his Service, and wholly at that work, 
for which he had appointed us. Bleſſed is that Ser- 
vant whom his Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo do- 
ing Which brings me to the 

Laſt Motrve, and that is, Their great Rewar 
who ſhall be found at laſt to have been diliger 
Labourers in Gods V, incyard 5 Here there 1s no con 
ſtant Reward of ſuch Diligence 3 in ſecular labon 
and induſtry it holds moſtly true, that the diligen; 
hand makes rich, but not ſo, in the Labour in the 
Lord ; he has not ordinarily moſt of the good 
things of this Lite, who doth moſt in the Sacred 
Work ; and *tis no great "matter, for (blefled be 
God) we labour 1n the Faith and Hope of an infi- 
nitely better Reward 3 A Prephets Reward our Sa- 
viour ſeems to ſpeak of as ſomething more than 
ordinary, and a greater degree of Bliſs and Happ1- 
neſs, and St. Chryſoſtomr gives us this account of it, 


* A good Lay Man, fays he, is rewarded for the 
| * good 


Hom. on Mar. 
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©Yo0d he doth himſelf, 'a-good Mmiſter for the 
© YoodneſGof thoſe whoare about him too ; for as in 
© caſe Vice and Wickedneſs benot fuppreſt through 
© our negle&, we are chargeable with- other folks 
© Sins 3 ſo when by a due diligence in out Function 
© we bring any to a good Life, we are rewardable 
« for their Virtues : If therefore we feed our Flocks 
as careful and watchful Shephards, Whey the chief 
Shephard ſhall appear, we ſhall receive a Crown of Glo-- 
ry that _ not away, as St. Peter tells us, and Da- 
niel's deſcription of their Glorious Reward who 
labour ſucceſsfully in the Miniſtry 15 this, They that 
turn many to Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the Stars for 
ever and ever ; Yea, Happy and thrice Happy we, 
if by our diligence in the work of the Lord, andir 
the Service -of God in the Goſpel of his Son, we prove 
the bleſled Inſtruments ot the Happineſs of other 
Perſons 3 for ſuch will be our Glory and Foy, aud 


Crown of rejoycing 1n the Preſence of the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt at his coming. 
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